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First Fire

When the temperature dips and
nights turn chilly, few family activities
are cozier and more heartwarming
than sitting around a blazing fire.
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‘ efore the Web ar
TV, or even the
nosel infovation of
) fourwallspnd 2
— — roof, the family fire

ws evervtlhing—a vital sounce of
light and hear, the place where we
prepared our food, and where we
gathered at the end of the day o
share our experiences, tell our
stories, and grow closer together.

We're s long way from that dim
spark of light in the caves, but fire
still holds a special place in our
hearts. We don’t need it to survive,
but 5 home seems so cold without it.
15 it any wonder, then, the jov we get
on that first crisp fall night when we
open the flue, strike o march, and
watch in silent satisfaction as those
arange fames ficker wo lfe?

Turn the first fire of the season
into-a familyv event, a few hours at the
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A fire still holds
a spectal place in
our hearts.
We don’t need
it to survive, but
a home seems so
cold without it.

end of the day o do just what our
ancestors did: sitaround the fire,
share food and stories, and enjoy the
warmth that comes not just from the
fiames bt from being surrounded by
loved ones.

Miost new howses have fireploces
eguipped with gas jets, and if vou
want minimum effort vou can simply
ipmite the jet and throw onan
artificial log. But there's something

profoundly satishing about the
fHames and warmth of & fire you've
huil vourself, 1f your fireplace is safe
for burning wood, grab a pair of
fireproof work gloves, an armiload of
stovelengths, and a box of matches

Have a Fireside Chat

Telling stories around a fire is just
about the oldest form of family
bonding and entersinment there s,
1 vorui have some Favarite family
stories, there's no better time 1o tell
them. Or make a game of itz Throw
UL A provocative opening sentence
ar guestion—"The most beautiful
place I've everseenwas .. " or I 1
were o write an advertisement
about myself, it would say . "—and
see what happens. If vou're feeling
especially ¢reative, start a round-
robin story. One of vou begms the
story with a sentence or two (1t was
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a dark and stormv night. Suddenly a shot Fang
out!™) and let each person pick up the thread of
the tale in turn, weaving it around the room
until you get to anendimg that’s nearhvalwavs
surprising—or hilarious,

Share Foodand Fun

HEAT SOME TREATS Before ovens and even
pot=-bellied stoves, the family hearth was Food
Central. You can always bring in snacks from
the kitchen, of course, but for fun make a few
goodies over the open Hame, Enjoy vour i
s'mores indoors: Marshmallows ane just a8

tasty cooked over o hearth as they are over o r
campfire—just be sure to use long-handied v
roasting forks, available in most sporting poods

Treats such as
marshmallows
and popcorn are
B Justastasty

) cooked overa
hearth as thev are
over a campfire.

A

stores or from online vendors such as plefron,
com or firepieacon,

POP ITUP Popoorn iseasy and fun to make on
maostany fire. If that Jiffv-Pop handle s a lintle
o short for comfort, though, vou can saill find
old-fashioned long-handled popeorn baskets at
antiques stores and flea markets. Newer
models, such as Whirley Pop’s Open Fire
Popper, feature a 2-foor-long extensible handle
that makes it simple and safe towhipup o
piping-hot bucker of popeorn by hand: Just
pour in the kernels, add a dash of oil, and take
turns shaking over the fire until vou hear the
tellcale popping 327 from popearmpepper.com
ar call 800,/ 270-2705,
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START A
GOOD FIRE
From Boy Scouts to
brar beisr-grll
WOTEIRAE, Vo
has 2 different
epnkon aburt the
emact way to bulld the
perfect fire. For o
purpdeel, you st
need 3 blase that will
st the wood alight
without sending
sparks ontn the nag,
Pigt yoair gloves Sn
andd got crackling:
Got the flue Look
fer thee handie near
the top of the
firoptecp—-thats thae
I that Controds the
darmper inside your
chiirrunery flue. Move
it Lo tha open
position; afterward,
you may necd to
lippht up snne widded
nEWLpAPEr in the
fireplace first

o help the

ehuaibitary dFah,

Lay tha
foundation
Crimple some
e and plase
i in the comter of the
Fireplace jprate. Put
h'nd'l,mg—!uur ar s
srmali pleces of
wood—an top of the
paper. Ly two large,
spie pleces of
firmeood on either
side of the kindling,
Light the paper.
Build it wp Az the
eindling cotohies,
rrnkea swre the foe is
drawing smoke
eiftslds (i 0% aut,
DN pOUT damper &
fittle wider). Place s
spilit bog; mcrase the
ijlbﬂlﬂ,g ol iy
supported by the
largor kg on wither
Ee. PUt the soreen
bach twor the
Ffirnplsce and enjoy



A NEW LOOK
TO AN OLD
FAVORITE.
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[mstend of —or in addition
fo=atory garmes, keep some
scrapbooiks by the hearth, Each
child eould make her ow or vou
could all work wogether on ane
that's just for fireside viewing.
Mk it themed around things
you do together as a family—
cooking, camping, whatever vou
enpoyv, Spend vour evening
reminiscing about vour adven
tures--or just gaze into the fire
and make plans for the future.

Vdd Some Atmosphere
THROW ON A LITTLE COLO®R | Inoe
you've fimished eating. chere ane
sonniee safie ways to play with fire.
At home: improvement and
fireplnce stores yveu I find trested
wimsd produces ouirketed wnder o
varety of nemes—glow sticks,
color farme ervstals, e light
pinecones. These nontoxic

[IVING Crmsreme

products add a rainbow of colors
tor iy fire. Different Linds of
firewood may vield differen
colors too. For example, dricd
driftvrood adds blue or purple
Hamies ta & fire. Thiow them on
the fire {groan- ups only, plense)
and enjos the show.
ENHAMCE THE ARDRA

As barbooue lovers know, certain
fragrant woads lend delicious
flervor 1o food. When added to s
fire. woods like apple, maple. and
cherry can give vour home a
delectable aromn, Call local
orchards o find out when the
prue thelr frult trees—if vou're
lucky, they may give nway the
wiood to anyone willing to haul

it, For perfectly aged aromatic
wood, Minnesota-based Panls
Fireplace Wood ships an
assormment of fragrant woosds
amywhere in the worlil 300,347
3966 or firowwod con, &
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